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4 December 1855

Holland, Michigan

After Rev. Albertus C. Van Raalte opened the meeting of the consistory of the First Reformed Church, a report
was made on the list of pledges made on Thanksgiving Day for the new building. "It was decided to return
immediately to the completion of the building." At the request of the congregation, the number of elders will be
increased by one.
In Dutch; translation by Rev. William and Althea Buursma, 2000.
Original in the papers of the Pillar Christian Reformed Church at the Joint Archives of Holland, vol. II, p. 14.

Page 14
Meeting held on December 4, 1855
Present were Elders G. J. Hekhuis, A. Apeldoorn, J. Wilterdink, T. Keppel, H. Broek; A.
Krabshuis, and J. Labots; Deacons A. Plugger, D. te Roller, P. de Vries, G. W.
Wilterdink; and Rev. A. C. van Raalte.
ARTICLE 1 — The meeting was opened with prayer and the reading of the minutes,
which were approved. Brother Labots defends his previous absence because of being
overburdened with business in his store. Brother Broek was unable to be present because
of illness.
ARTICLE 2 — Brothers Keppel and Broek indicate that they have spoken with Widow
ICleijs. According to her acknowledgment, she has been missing church, not only
because of lack of interest, but also because of the sickness of her child. She promised
improvement and to return to the catechism class. There was considerable discussion
about her needs, and the matter was referred to the deacons. Brother ICrabshuis indicated
that the visit at Grootenhuis did not go well. He persisted in wanting nothing to do with
the consistory. It was decided to continue to work with him.
ARTICLE 3 — The list of pledges, in accordance with a decision made by the
congregation on Thanksgiving, was read and approved. The deacons were assigned the
task to seek support before the next meeting of the consistory. It was decided to return
immediately to the completion of the building.
ARTICLE 4 — Since the congregation has made it evident that they wish to increase the
consistory by one elder, it was decided to request the congregation to suggest names by
next Tuesday, plus eight days. This will enable the consistory to give more mature
consideration, and even suggestions for the forming of a duo.
ARTICLE 5 — Beukema and his wife desire to become members of the congregation. It
was decided to invite them to come to a regular meeting of the consistory.
ARTICLE 6 — Brother Keppel was requested to function as guardian for the welfare of
the children of Bottenberg. He accepts the assignment.
ARTICLE 7 — The meeting was closed with prayer by Brother J. Wilterdink.
A. C. van Raalte, clerk

